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[1. NAME ' R '
C OMMON ;
|_Elmwood
AND/OR HISTORIC:
1 Elmwood
[2. LOCATION
STREET ANC NUMBER:
1.6 mi. W of Rt. 640, .2 mi. SW of intersection with Rt. 17. (Lorette vic.)
CITY OR TOWN:
STATE copE [COUNTY: HOLE
| Virginia 45 Essex 057
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STAT
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[ Site ] Steucture |K] Private ) In Process [ Unoccupied L'] Restricted
(] Object ] Both 7] Being Considered (] Preservation work ) Unrestricted
in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Government Park
[] Industrial
1 Milivary

] Museum

K] Agricultural
[C] Commercial
[[] Educational

1 Entertginment

3]
=
C
O

Religious
Scientific

Private Residence

[] Transportation [[] Comments

[] Other (Specity)
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

M& Muscoe R. H. Garnett

A

STREET AND NUMBER:

Elmwood

BIUI3a

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE

45

STATE!

Virginia

Loretto

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

F3LVLS

COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC-

|_Essex County Court House, Clerk's Office

STREET AND NUMBER:

X98s7

CITY OR TOWN:

annock

STATE CODE

SALNNOD

45

|._Ta ]
|6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Virginia

TITLE DF SURVEY:

Histaric American Buildings Survey

DATE OF SURVEY:1934: 1939 & Federal

] Lecal

[] State [[] County

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress o
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Washington
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District of Columbia 08
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o DESCRIPTION -~ .

{Check One)
CONDITION [0 Excelient Goed . [ Fair 7] Deteriorated [ Ruins ] Unexpased
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered O Uneltersd ] Meaved Kl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ff known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"on the first floor, while the second floor has been almost ¢ompletely

Elmwood is impressively situated on the edge of the ridge that defines

the south side of the Rappahannock Valley. From the north or entrance
front, broad views of the pastures and bottom lands may be obtained. The
south front originally overlooked an extensive formal garden, restored in
recent years. The house originally may have been flanked by dependencies,
but no archaeological investigation has been undertaken to verify this.

The dimensions of Elmwood are one hundred feet long by about thirty feet
deep, making it one of the largest of Virginia's colonial plantation
houses. The two-story brick structure is covered by a hipped roof with a
shallow central projecting pavilion on the entrance front. The pavilion
features an open tympanum and a second-floor Palladian window. The roof
is surrounded at its base: by a-fine modillion-and-dentil cornice and has
two interior chimneys projecting from fits ridge.

Elmwood's walls are laid in especially even Fiemish bond, and are surrounded
by a molded water table and a rubbed brick belt course. Gauged flat
arches appear over all the windows except those on the first floor of the
south front. These windows, which are topped by single-tier rowlock arches,
were treated in a simple manner because they were originally obscured by

a one-story porch extending the length of the facade. The exact appearance
of this porch has not been established.

Elmwood's plan includes a central hall from which corridors extend across
the north front to the drawing room on the west and the original dining
room on the east. -On either gide of the hall on the south side of the
house are the library and music room. Much original woodwork survives

retrimmed. The woodwork in the library and drawing room is especially
rich, and includes full panelling with elaborate cornices and overmantels.
The original mantels in both rooms have been lost, however. The hall :
retains its full Doric entablature and elliptical arches, but a new
stairway has been placed in the west corridor. The location of the
original stairway is uncertain,

The 1852 remodelling of Elmwood resulted in extensive alterations to
both the exterior and interior of the house., The remodelling included
the addition of an Italianate stair tower on the entrance front, and

the lowering of nearly all the window sills in order to accomodate a
larger pane sash. The original porch on the garden front was removed
and a smaller porch substituted for it. The present owner's extensive
renovation of Elmwood has resulted in the removal of several of the 1852
additions, including the stair tower.
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Elmwood was built around 1774 for Muscoe Garnett (1736 1803), whose
family had been prominent in Essex County since the seventeenth century.
Garnett was one of the largest landowners in‘the county 'and & ‘member of
the Essex Committee of Safety, 1774-75. Elmwood passed to Muscoe
Garnett's son, James Mercer Garnett (1770-1843), and then to his grandson,
Muscoe Russell Hunter Garnett (1821-1864), anti-abolitionist, lawyer, and
Confederate statesman. It was he who extensively remodelled Elmwood in
1852 in the Italianate style. Except for two brief intervals, Elmwood
was uninhabited from the 1870's until it was inherited by its present
owner, Muscoe Russell Hunter Garnett. Many of the 1852 additions have
been removed by the present owner in an effort to return the house to

its original appearance.

Architecturally, Elmwood is one of Virginia's most ambitious colonial
plantation houses, both in size and richness of detail. 1Its interior
trim is some 6f the'fogt elabbrate bf the perlod. “Many of 1ts design’
features, such as masonry details, facade design, and interior woodwork,
relate the house architecturally to several other important mid-Georgian
plantation houses, including Mount Airy, Blandfield, Menokin, and the
fdditions to Mount Vernon. This group has been attributed to the architect,
John Ariss, e et
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOhDTNA TES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PrOFERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN AGRES
CORNER[ LATITUDE LOMGITUDE vl siaTttune. .- ]t . LoRmerTUDE -
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minvtes Seconds
Nw | 38° 05" 557 | 77° 06 41" ° . ° ' "
-]
38° 05" 55" 77° 04 20"
. ] » o AU . .
il-38 04' 38 77 04 20" Loa
o 04- 38 1| 770 06 4] -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 850 acres
LIST ALL STATES AMD COUNTIES FOR PROFERTIES OVERLAFPPING $TATE QR COUNTY BOUNTARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
- .
BTATE: CODE | COUNTY: ’ CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cobe
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: conE

ORGANIZATION

MM&WMMIW

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissicn

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CiITY OR TOWN: STATE CéDE‘
Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTEF

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 herehy nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National (7] State Local (]

Chief, Office of Archeoiogy and Historic Preaervation

Date

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. Edward P, Alexander, Chairman
TitteVirginia Historic Landmarks Commi*sion

Keeper of The National Register
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Form 10-2000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1949} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [county
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6. Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

1958 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C. Code: 08

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #28-11
1970 State

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
Richmond, Virginia Code: 45
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Elmwood
Latitude
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UsS.GeS.e 7.5 quadrangle {Scale 1:124000)
Occupacia, Va., (1949)

Longitude
NW 38° 05! 55" 770 06' 41"
NE 38° 05" 55" 779 04' 20"
SE 38° 04 38" 77° 04' 20"
SW 380 04 38" 77° 06' 41"
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